
Professor R.L.
Singh was born on
March 20. 1917, at

Bahiri, a village near

Varanasi. His was a
purposeful, inteilec-
tuaiiy fruitful, so-
cially responsible and

professionaily excep-

tional life. Having
graduated from

ProfessorR.L.Singh St' John's College'
(1917-2001) Agra, he received his

Masters Degree from
University of Calcutta. His research and early
training under the able guidance of Professor
L. Dudley Stamp at the Lcndon School of Eco-
nomics proved to be a great asset. His Ph.D.
u,ork on 'Banaras and its Umland' gave a new
directior-r to researcir in Urban Geo,eraphy.

Among the many outstanding contributions
of Prof. Singh in various walks of life, mention
may be made of his putting the Department of
Geography as well as the Nationai Geographi-
cal Society of India on the world map. and de-

veloping them into the most distinguished and

productive of all departments in the country.
During his long tenure and fruitful innings of
23 years (1955-1971) as Professor and Head. he

earned many laurels and was credited with sev-

eral firsts: to mention a few, he was arvarded

the Jawaharlal Nehru, Medal of NGSI (1958)

and Hiroshima University Medal (1964 and
l97l). He was the first geographer to be elected

President of the Geology and Geography Sec-

tion of the Indian Science Congress (1966-61).

He had the distinction to be the first UGC Na-
tional Lecturer in Geography (1971). Professor

Sin-eh visited many countries spread over the

entire world to chair technical sessions in Inter-
national seminars and to deliver lectures as Vis-
itrn-g Professor. His contributions as Chairman
of International Commission on Rural Settle-
ments of the Monsoon Land (1968-76) and as

Executive Member for trvo terms of Committee
of the Manasement of the Commonwealth Geo-
graphical Bureau since its inception ( 1968), were
commendabie. His tenure as Chairman. BHU
Advisory CoLrncil and \zice-Chancellor of Meerut
University (1980-83) rvere fuli of multi-
dimensional achievements in academic and ad-

ministrative tields. Professor Singh's over 100

research papers. about 3 dozen research mono-
graphs and about 60 Ph.D. dissertations com-
pleted under his supervision, covering wide ran-e-

ing topics bears testimony to his proficiency and

versatility in the subject.

Professor R.L. Singh had many sterling
qualities of head and heart as reflected in his
plain living and high thinking, earning while
leaming and practical approach to problems, rare

courage and conviction. It is indeed ditficult to
bind Professor Singh's profile in words. This
great personality in keeping with destiny left for
his heaveniy abode on 20'h December 2001. Ge-

ographers the world over and the Indian geogra-
phers in particular owe a great deal to him and

continue to get inspiration from his philosophy
of life. Professor Singh will remain like the pole
star in the galaxy of geographers. We all pray to
Almighty to provide strength to the bereaved
members of his family.
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